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Linda Patterson

Mary Free Bed Guild/
Mary Free Bed
Rehabilitation Hospital
Nominared by Julie Ridenour

In work and life, Linda Patterson has
committed herself to ensuring that those
without a voice are given the chance to
speak; that the most vulnerable among
us are protected; and that individuals
are empowered to improve the world
around them.

As the Dyer-Ives Foundation Executive
Director, Linda has helped rebuild and
strengthen neighborhoods. As a volun-
teer, she served as President of the Junior
League of Grand Rapids and helped co-
sponsor the Governor’s Conference on
Community Prevention of Child Abuse.
She was a Founding Director of the East
Grand Rapids Schools Educational
Foundation. The Channel 35 Art Auc-
tion, Women’s City Club, University of
Michigan President’s Club and Alumni
Association, March of Dimes, and Heart
of West Michigan United Way have all
benefited from Linda’s service.

Yet, Linda’s greatest passion resides
with the Mary Free Bed Guild and Mary
Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital -
organizations she has been a part of since
1966. During Linda’s years of volunteer
work and leadership, the Hospital grew
to become an award-winning compre-
hensive rehabilitation center for adults
and children. Today, the Hospital offers
an array of inpatient and outpatient
programs, clinics and specialty medical
treatment services.

The Hospital and Guild (which founded
the Hospital over a century ago and
serves today as its owner) have a rich
history of female leadership. Linda built
on that tradition, serving as the Guild’s
President, Vice-President, and Secretary.
She was the second woman to be
appointed Chair of the Hospital’s Board
of Trustees, and continues as a trustee.
Linda has also chaired the Hospital
Board’s Finance Committee and served
on the Board’s Executive Committee.

The Mary Free Bed Fund. brought to
inception by Linda in 1988, was estab-
lished to provide financial support to
resources serving people with disabili-
ties. To date, the Fund has invested more
than $16.4 million to advance both the
Hospital’s mission of restoring indepen-
dence, hope and freedom to people with
disabilities, as well as, providing sup-
port to community organizations with
similar missions. Just a few of these
include Grand Rapids Wheelchair Sports
Camp, Grand Rapids Sled Wings, Bikes
for the Rest of Us, Equest Center for
Therapeutic Riding, Living Light Dance
Company, and Very Special Arts-
Michigan of Grand Rapids.

Through Linda’s thoughtful leader-
ship and advocacy, individuals with
disabilities who seek an independent
life, who seek to expand their boundar-
ies and take on new adventures, have a
far greater likelihood of accomplishing
those goals. And by insuring their inclu-
sion in our larger community, she has
strengthened us all.









Judy Lloyd

September 18, 1945 to June 1, 2005
“If your actions inspire others to
dream more, learn more, do more
and become more, you are a leader.’
-John Quincy Adams

»

It wasthis way with Judy Lloyd as well.
Her kindness and extraordinary grasp
of the issues facing our community,
inspired countless numbers to follow
Judy’s lead. She was a role model for us
all; the most graceful and respected of
leaders. Judy led in aquiet, unassuming
way —connecting individuals and orga-
nizations to the benefit of those most
in need. She was a cheerleader and a
touchstone, knowing who to bring to
the table to get a job done and then
devoting herself wholeheartedly to the
tasks needed to get there. She touched
hearts and strengthened our community
at the same time. Judy’s passing was
met with an outpouring of generosity
in her memory. These gifts which the
Y WCA has housed at the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation, are directed
to long-term support of our services
to create a community supportive of
women and their families.

Withinthe Y WCA, Judy’stwo-decades
of influence was immeasurable.
She participated on the TRIBUTE!
Steering and Selection Committees.
She helped establish and grow the
YWCA’sCircle of Women (now, Open
Circle) Celebration exponentially.
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Judy was a member of our Finance
Committee, helping manage finite
resources to effectively address the
seemingly infinite challenges facing
women and girls. She led the Y WCA’s
Board of Directors during some of the
organization’s most historic moments
and helped to lay the foundation for
fundamental change in the national
YWCA. And through each moment,
with each task, Judy offered those
with whom she worked warm words
of encouragement and the practical
hands-on help to succeed.

Withacorpsof volunteers who resemble
Judy’s dedication and quiet leadership,
the Y WCA has worked hard over the last
century to create an environment that
allows women and girls to thrive and
lead. The TRIBUTE! Student Award
is an extension of that. We honor those
young women who, while still in high
school, have already shown themselves
to be gifted, competent models for us
all. The connection between these
young women and Judy is natural and
apparent. It is most appropriate that the
Student Leadership Award Scholarship
should bear her name.

Inspired by Judy’s life and work, the
YWCA Board of Directors chose
to establish the Student Leadership
Award Scholarship in her honor. It
is designed to offer practical help to
TRIBUTE! student honorees as they
work to fulfill their dreams. It is in this
way that we recognize Judy and com-
mit ourselves to a future motivated by
her values and example.



Yolanda Cornejo

Senior

East Kentwood High School
Nominated by Dr. Shirley Johnson

The youngest of five, Yolanda Cornejo
comes from a tight-knit family. She
laughswhenshedescribesthe differences
between the quiet meals that she and her
mother have each evening now that her
siblings are grown and gone, and the
holidays when they try to squeeze her
four brothers, their spouses and children
into the living room. She is quick to
credit her family, when asked about her
accomplishments. She says, “My family
has always encouraged me. They give
me strength and the confidence to try.”

That sense of confidence has helped
Yolanda distinguish herself as a leader
at East Kentwood High School (EKHS).
As class vice-president, she provides
direction to other officers on a variety
of campus activities such as charitable
community projects, student council
programming, homecoming, and the
junior/senior prom.

Yolanda’s leadership also shines
through in one of her primary interest
areas - entrepreneurship and business.
As President of East Kentwood’s Young
Entrepreneurs Association, Yolanda is
responsible for leading and organizing
business events for high school students,
as well as, training students how to start
abusiness,develop smallbusinessplans,
address challenges, and create marketing
strategies. Yolanda is a member of the
international organization Distributive

Education Clubs of America (DECA)
that works to prepare emerging leaders
in marketing, finance, hospitality and
management. At DECA competitions,
she and her teammates are required to
solve a variety of business problems
through strategic analysis, and present
their findings to a panel of judges, which
ranks them against their competitors.

Sensitive to issues of diversity and the
challenges students who are new to our
country face, Yolanda helps students
in the English Language Learner
classes with the ultimate goal of seeing
them successfully transition into the
country and culture. She was recently
chosen to participate as EKHS’ student
representative in a focus group designed
to gather feedback on diversity-related
issues in the district and the challenges
of a growing and diverse student
population. At its conclusion, Yolanda
was selected to present to the Board of
Education regarding the experience.

Based on her demonstrated leadership
and academic achievements, Yolanda
earned an internship with the superin-
tendent of Kentwood Public Schools.
Through her work to collect alumni
information, prepare releases, and orga-
nize the district’s presence on Facebook,
Twitter, and YouTube, she has been
instrumental in developing the district’s
social media communication strategy.

Yolanda has accomplished a great deal
in her young life. We expect the years to
come will be filled with accomplishment
as well.





