




2006 Award Honorees

The Tribute Pin — presented to each award recipient — was designed to symbolize the 
YWCA and the characteristics that each honoree demonstrated as they went about improving 
the lives of those around them.

The background is a stylized “Y” and “W.”

A pin was chosen so Tribute honorees could wear it close to their hearts, the origin of the 
passionate commitment they bring to their causes.

The staff in the middle symbolizes the strength and fortitude of those extraordinary women.

A jewel crowns the piece. Much like the Tribute honorees themselves, it was formed over time 
and under great pressure, and shines as a beautiful example to others.



Karen Henry 

Exec, t" ·e Di ·c.c1or 

Grand Rapids Weed and Seed 
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"Karen Henry is an extraordinary 

woman of bold convictions, moral 

courage, and intellectual honesty. She 

inspires community awareness because 

she is instinctively aware of need in our 

community", states her nominator Dr. 

James Fahner. 

She is an advocate for those diminished 

by social constructs, racial hatred, pov­

erty, gender discrimination, or hope­

lessness. Karen has turned ve1y person­

al experiences with illness, gender-bias, 

and racial-injustice into a platform to 

help educate and inspire others. She is 

currently learning to live with her third 

diagnosis of breast cancer. 

Karen's success is rooted in her person­

al affection for those around her. She 

is able to bring people together, tran­

scending seemingly insurmountable 

obstacles to achieve positive results for 

our community. Always ready with a 

quick smile and a hug, she encourages 

activists to first work within established 

systems despite challenges - and when 

necessary - work around them. 

Her involvement in BRIDGES-a 

group of Arab and Muslim Americans 

and law enforcement established by the 

U.S. Attorney and the American Arab 

Anti-Discrimination Committee-has 

helped ease tensions following Septem­

ber 11th and opened critical communi­

cation lines. Determined that our com­

munity should be safe for everyone, 

Karen has played a key role in Project 

Safe Neighborhoods. As a PSN Task 

Force Member for the Western District 

of Michigan, she has helped reduce il­

legal gun use locally by reaching out 

to youth. Through Grand Rapids Weed 

and Seed, Karen has forged alliances 

among every sector of our community 

to address truancy and criminal activity, 

to provide youth programming, and of­

fer neighborhood skills-development. 

A journalist by training, Karen is a 

savvy critic and sought-after lecturer 

on issues surrounding how women and 

girls are portrayed, particularly those 

of Arab or Muslim descent. 

Karen has served as Interim Director 

for the Institute for Global Education, 

is the founder of the Women's Political 

Action etwork, and a Co-Founder of 

the Middle East Education Project. She 

currently serves on the Board of Direc­

tors of Pediatric Oncology Resource 

Team at DeVos Children's Hospital 

and formerly served on the city's Com­

munity Relations Commission and the 

Executive Board of the Progressive 

Women's Alliance. 

Karen has received the ACLU of West 

Michigan's Civil Libe11arian of the Year 

Award and the Women's Resource Cen­

ter Woman of Equality Award. She has 

been profiled in Who's Who in America 

and Who's Who of American Women. 

Gov. Granholm appointed Karen to the 

Arab and Chaldean American Affairs 

Council for the state of Michigan. 

Her accomplishments are a powerful 

inspiration to those around her. 



Lori Tennenhouse 

Artis' ,c D1rec o, 

Grand Rapids Women's Chorus 
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Combining her love of music and 

her appreciation for the harmony that 

comes when unlikely voices join to­

gether, Lori Tennenbouse founded 

the Grand Rapids Women's Chorus in 

1996. "Singing together is a way to fos­

ter understanding of our own diversity 

as women and allows us to build bridg­

es in the community that help promote 

creativity and communication," writes 

Lori in her opening letter in the Chorus' 

handbook. In every aspect, the Grand 

Rapids Women's Chorus reflects Lori's 

beliefs. 

The mission statement for the GRWC 

states, "Established for the educa­

tion, enjoyment, and enrichment of its 

members and its audience, the GRWC 

seeks to create and inspire meaningful 

experience through musical expres­

sion." lt welcomes women of all ages, 

social backgrounds, political interests, 

religious beliefs, sexual orientation and 

musical experience. Under Lori's guid­

ance, they come together once a week 

to express the meaning of women's 

lives through music. 

In an ai1istic genre where women still 

find too many obstacles, the Chorus is 

particularly dedicated to perfo1111ing 

music that promotes an appreciation of 

women composers and all"angers from 

all cultural backgrounds. Our commu­

nity has enjoyed the unique multicul­

tural experience of the Grand Rapids 

Women's Chorus' performances for 

IO years. The significance of these 

experiences is all the more memorable 

when the Chorus performs songs from 

around the globe as they were written 

in their original language. 

Among the many community oppor­

tunities to which Lori has steered her 

Chorus are performances for the Insti­

tute of Racial Healing, AIDS Aware­

ness, nursing home residents, children 

with cancer and collaborations with the 

West Michigan Academy of Music for 

Girls. 

As its Artistic Director since its incep­

tion, Lori helped establish the GRWC 

as a 501(c)3 organization and secured 

funding that has allowed it to pursue a 

variety of community projects that re­

flect a commitment to women, music 

and diversity. Of pa11icular note is the 

Chorus' recent commissioning of five 

new pieces of music. The fifth piece, 

with lyrics by Mary Oliver, is entitled 

·'Summer Day." Mary Oliver does not

normally allow her poetry to be used

in this manner. lt was only because of

Lori's perseverance that this piece ex­

ists for the chorus and chamber orches­

tra.

Lori is an accomplished musician, hav­

ing played bass with the New England 

Women's Symphony. She is an equally 

gifted musical composer and arranger. 

In this and all that she has done locally, 

Lori has added greatly to the richness 

of our artistic community. 













Lily Nguyen 

Student 

Kelloggsville H gh School 
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Exemplary student • Devoted daughter •

Kung Fu instructor • Aspiring physician 

• Gifted artist • Cultural ambassador

Lily Nguyen immigrated to the United 
States as a small child and moved with 
her family several times after that. With 
each move, Lily worked to create op­
portunities from her experiences. The 
daughter of parents who were forced 
to flee their homes as 'teenagers during 
the Vietnam War, she says, "They have 
worked very hard for me. Everything 
they have done has helped me learn 
about people and about what I am ca­
pable of." 

That optimistic attitude coupled with a 
lot of hard work has kept her in good 
stead. Lily is ranked in the ational 
Honor Society and is first i.n her class. 
She has received awards in Chemistry, 
Anatomy & Physiology, English, and 
Mathematics. Her talents extend to the 
arts as well, and she has received equal 
recognition for her beautiful depictions 
of the world around her. 

However, it is her interest in working 
with others that energizes Lily the most. 
She devotes much of her time to tutor­
ing fellow classmates. She volunteers at 
a local elementary school, and teaches 
Kung Fu to several younger students at 
a local studio. 

In a world where a deep understanding 
of diversity and culture is key, Lily is 
ce11ainly doing her part. She has already 
mastered four languages - Vietnamese, 
English, Japanese and Spanish. With the 
goal of graduating from medical school 
and practicing overseas, she is drawn 
to experiences that broaden her under­
standing of others and the world. At 
her previous high school, Lily founded 
the Japanese Culture Club where she 
organized fundraisers and after-school 
classes. More recently, Lily helped or­
ganize the Diversity Assembly at Kel­
loggsville High School where students 
from a variety of backgrounds could 
introduce their cultural heritage to other 
students. She even serves as a school 
ambassador, welcoming students whose 
native language is one other than Eng­
lish and helping them in their new sur­
roundings. 

Yet Lily doesn't stop there. She is part 
of the Kelloggsville High School Lead­
ership Team which works to improve 
the school and increase school pride. 
She is a class officer on the student con­
gress and a member of Students Against 
Drunk Driving (SADD). 

Lily has proven herself to be the best of 
leaders, one whose life is informed by 
optimism and personal drive. She is an 
exceptional young woman, not just be­
cause of what she has accomplished but 
because of what we are certain she will 
accomplish. 
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