ADVOCACY

REVEREND PAM DOTY-NATION

Executive Director,
Habitat for Humanity of Kent County
Nominated by Carol Muth and Meredith Gremel

ARTS

DEANNA MORSE

Professor, Grand Valley State University
Nominated by Julie Stivers

PROFESSIONS

GWENDOLYN HOFFMAN, M.D.

Chief of Staff and Chairperson,
Department of Emergency Medicine
Spectrum Health
Nominated by Dr. Bryant W. Pierce

SPORTS, FITNESS AND WELLNESS

MARIA DEL CARMEN CRUZ

Program Coordinator, Programa de Apoyo
a Nuestra Comunidad,
Spectrum Health
Nominated by Mary Kay Kempker-VanDriel

Through her early influence in the field of Emergency Medicine, at a
time when the field was almost entirely made up of men, Dr. Gwendolyn
Hoffman has shown tremendous vision and leadership, and risen to the
pinnacle of her profession both locally and nationally.

Maria Del Carmen Cruz is a native of Puerto Rico and moved to Chicago
as a teenager in 1973. Through her experiences, she has gained great
awareness of the cultural, social, educational and gender challenges
that today's Hispanic women face.

Dr. Hoffman provided the impetus for Butterworth's Emergency
Medicine Residency program when Emergency Medicine was still in its
infancy as an independent, medical specialty. By going directly to local
emergency physicians, she successfully made the case for the program
and its importance in physicians' education. In 1977, she became its first
resident and in 1980, the first graduate of the new program. That same
year, she was named its Director, a position she held until 200 I. During
this time, she was responsible for training over 190 doctors in the
specialty of Emergency Medicine.

Maria began serving Spanish-only speaking women and families as a
Community Specialist for the Latin American Services in 1992. She then
joined Spectrum Health's Mothers Offering Mothers Support (MOMS)
program, dedicated to serving under-served, at-risk pregnant women.
She became the program's first Hispanic Community Health Worker and
was a pioneer in taking support services directly into participants'
homes.

Always active in the Medical Staff Leadership at all area hospitals, Dr.
Hoffman was part of the team of health care professionals that
accomplished the merger of Blodgett Memorial and Butterworth
Hospitals to form Spectrum Health, creating one of the largest health
care systems in the country. She has been a tireless advocate for
Quality Improvement in the system as a whole and in the Emergency
Department in particular. Dr. Hoffman now serves as the Chairperson of
the Department of Emergency Medicine for Spectrum Health and in
January, 2005 was elected Chief of Staff by the Spectrum Health Medical
Staff, a recognition of how highly regarded she is by her colleagues.
Dr. Hoffman also serves as President of the American Board of
Emergency Medicine, where she has led the creation of the Emergency
Medicine Continuous Certification (EMCC) program. This program
demonstrates that those with Board Certification have continuous
learning and periodic assessment throughout the length of their
certification, and is now a model for other medical specialties.

In 2000, Maria originated an innovative program devoted to supporting
Hispanic families new to our community. PANC, The Programa de Apoyo
a Nuestra Comunidad (Helping Our Communities), was created to
provide better access to health care for families through a case
management approach for 12 months following their arrival. Today,
PANC services include case management, access to health care,
educational workshops, HIV patient and family support and a youth
program that focuses on violence prevention, health education and
leadership skills. It serves 300+ families and individuals each year.
While working full-time and attending college, Maria also volunteers.
She served four years on the Godfrey-Lee Board of Education, which
opened her eyes to the lack of health care resources for students in that
district. As a result, she secured resources from Spectrum Health to
fund a full-time nurse. She's also served on the Latino Youth
Conference Steering Committee since 2000 and is a founder of the Latino
Mental Health Task Force.

JUDY LLOYD LEADERSHIP AWARD
Presented by the YWCA of Grand Rapids

JUDY LLOYD

September 18, 1945 to June 1, 2005
"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn
more, do more and become more, you are a leader." John Quincy Adams

It was this way with Judy Lloyd as well. Her kindness and extraordinary
grasp of the issues facing our community inspired countless numbers
to follow Judy's lead. Quietly, she connected individuals and

STUDENT

MEGAN THREATS

Creston High School
Nominated by Ronald Andrus

organizations to benefit those most in need. She knew who to bring to
the table to get a job done and devoted herself wholeheartedly to the
tasks needed to get there, touching hearts and strengthening our
community simultaneously. Judy's passing was met with an outpouring
of generosity in her memory, which the YWCA has housed at the Grand
Rapids Community Foundation. Those gifts are now providing
long-term support of our services for our women and their families, a
beautiful testament to Judy's lifetime of work.
Judy's two-decades of influence within the YWCA rs immeasurable.
She participated on the TRIBUTE! Steering and Selection Committees.
She helped establish and grow the Circle of Women Celebration.
Judy participated on the Finance Committee, helping manage finite
resources to effectively address the seemingly infinite challenges
facing women and girls. She led the YWCA's Board of Directors during
some of the organization's most historic moments, and helped lay the
foundation for fundamental change in the national YWCA. Through
each moment, with each task, Judy always offered warm words of
encouragement and practical hands-on help to succeed beyond
expectations.
With a corps of volunteers who resemble Judy's dedication and quiet
leadership, the YWCA has worked hard over the last century to create
an environment that allows women and girls to thrive. The TRIBUTE!
Student Award is an extension of that. The connection between these
young women and Judy is natural and apparent.
Inspired by her life and work, the YWCA Board of Directors has
established the annual StudentLeadership Award in Judy Lloyd's honor.
Designed as a complement to the Student TRIBUTE! Award, it will offer
practical help to this and future student honorees as they work to fulfill
their dreams. It is in this way we recognize Judy and commit ourselves
to a future motivated by her values and example.
Carla Blinkhom,
YWCA President/CEO

According to her nominator, Megan Threats is an empowered, young,
ambitious and vital African-American woman with such great potential
that she already has his vote when she runs for political office after
college. Yes, politics is where Megan has set her career sights. More
importantly, she has the will, passion, intelligence, grace and energy to
make it happen.
Megan is well-known and highly respected in her school, her church
and her community. Even while achieving prestigious leadership awards
like MSU's Outstanding Junior Award, GRCC's Outstanding Minority
Junior Award and the Close-Up Program Scholarship, she takes the time
to reach out to others. She's in her ninth year as a server at the
Salvation Army's Christmas Dinner for the homeless and her sixth year
as a volunteer at the Mel Trotter Mission Thanksgiving food drive.
She's volunteered at the Fifth Third River Bank Run and received
WZZM's Helping Hands Volunteer Service Award. Megan finds the
resources to financially support the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
Leukemia/Lymphoma Foundation and Ronald McDonald House
Foundation, among others.
At Creston High School, Megan maintains a 3.4 GPA and is in the
National Honor Society, while also serving on the Peer Resistance/Peer
Listening Teams, Students Against Drunk Driving Club and as a ticket
taker at Creston basketball games. At her church, she's involved in the
Youth Succeeding to Excellence (after-school mentoring) and the
Renaissance Church of God in Christ Black History Program; all of which
have helped Megan to empower others to "reach for the stars."

