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11 Area Women to Be 

Honored for Service 
By David Nicolette 

Tribute will be paid to local wom­
en of achievement at a special cere­
mony starting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
in the auditorium of the St. Cecilia 
Music Society building, 24 Ransom 
Ave. NE. 

The meeting, which will feature 
as speaker Maya Angelou, author of 
"I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings," 
is titled "Tribute! The YWCA Sa­
lutes Women." 

Eleven local women, selected by 
the YWCA Tribute Awards Commit­
tee from those nominated by var­
ious persons in the community, will 
be honored for their individual 
achievements. 

Similar recognition was given lo­
cal women by the YW in 1977 and 
again in 1979. 

The women to receive Distin­
quished Contributor Awards are: 

Dawn Bush-Anders, for communi­
ty service. She has drawn communi­
ty attention to the native Ameri­
cans, their concerns and their 
needs. 

Donna Jean Cart.·, for education. 
She is associate supt. ;'ltendent for 
curriculum and instruc,: �•1 in the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools sys­
tem and has been recognized for 
her individual effort to increase 
educational opportunities for both 
young people and ad ult� in the state. 

Ann Mulder-Edmondson, for edu­
cation and arts. She is dean of aca­
demic services at Grand Rapids 
Junior College. JC's first woman 
dean, and has been a leader in the 
field of women's programming in 
the education field. She also has 
been a leader in the arts in the com­
munity, serving in various official 
capacities with the local Arts Coun­
cil. 

Jennifer Ei leen Franklin, for 
criminal justice. She has been a 
member of the Grand Rapids Police 
Department for six years, earning a 
position in the law enforcement or­
ganization at a time when women in 
general and minority women in par­
ticular were struggling for recogni­
tion of their capabilities. Despite 
having been shot twice and critical­
ly injured while trying to talk an 
armed man into surrendering, she 
has recovered and returned to full 
duty. 

Wendy S tock-Howie, for business­
/banking. She is vice president and 
regional administrator at Union 
Bank, a senior officer responsible 
for I 4 offices, involving I 00 em­
ploye s and resources totaling 
$200,000,000. She also is active with 
the Grand Rapids Symphony Soci­
ety and the Arl<,; Council of Greater 
Grand Rapids. 

Sister Marie Michael Jacobs, for 
education and community service. 

She Is principal of St. Andrew's 
School and responsible for the edu• 
catlonal stimulation of students 
from all cultures. Her work in edu­
cation has been recognized at the 
state and national levels. She also 
seeks out other people seeking 
ideas and w ays of bringing new life 
to the neighborhoods near the 
school. 

Carol Landheer, for politics and 
community service. She was one of 
the first women named to the Kent 
County Commission and served 
with distlctlon. She also has served 
on the Board of Health and the Kent 
County Community Mental Health 
Board, serving the latter as chair­
man. Recently Gov. William Milli­
ken named her to the Kent County 
Board of Social Services. 

Zoraida Sanchez, for community 
service. She is a native of Puerto 
Rico and is director of Latin Ameri­
can Services tor the Kent Communi­
ty Action Program. She has worked 
with senior citizens programs and 
was a state delegate to the 1981 
While House Conference on Aging. 
She uses her skills to help other His­
panics in the community through 
working with individuals and spe­
cial groups. 

Named to receive the Distin­
guished Life Award are: 

Ara Charbonneau Cary, for com­
munity service, for her exceptional­
ly unselfish work in behalf of the 
poor, the handicapped, the elderly 
and the disturbed. As a professional 
social worker and as a volunteer, 
she has demonstrated devotion to 
her fellow man and the community. 
She was a consultant to many agen­
cies and projects in the state and 
has been recognized by the Univer­
sity of Michigan for her dedication 
to knowledge and service. 

Marie Mylan, for human rights, 
because of her interest and efforts 
in the cause of status of women. She 
was a member of the Governor's 
Committee on the Status of Women 
and founder of the Women's Coordi­
nating Committee. 

Aggie Kempker, for politics and 
community service. The late Aggie 
Kempker was one of the first wom­
en elected to the Kent County Com­
mission and was a leader in draw­
ing women into the political life of 
the community. She was a strong 
feminist and a champion of the un­
derdog. 

The program will include musi­
cal performances by the Women's 
Day Trio, made up of members of 
the Grand Rapids Symphony Or­
chestra and the Eddie Russ Ltd. jazz 
ensemble. The works of local wom­
en artists also will be displayed. 

Tickets for the ceremony and re­
ception which will follow immedi­
ately are $5. 




