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11 Area Women to Be

By David Nicolette

Tribute will be paid to local wom-
enof achievement at a special cere-
mony starting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
in the auditorium of the St. Cecilia
Music Society building, 24 Ransom
Ave. NE.

The meeting, which will feature
as speaker Maya Angelou, author of
“1 Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,”
is titled “Tribute! The YWCA Sa-
lutes Women."

Eleven local women, selected by
the YWCA Tribute Awards Commit-
tee from those nominated by var-
ious persons in the community, will
be honored for their individual
achievements.

Similar recognition was given lo-
cal women by the YW in 1977 and
again in 1979.

The women to receive Distin-
quished Contributor Awards are:

Dawn Bush-Anders, for communi-
ty service. She hasdrawn communi-
ty attention to the native Ameri-
cans, their concerns and their
needs.

Donna Jean Cart. -, for education.
She is associate supe.‘ntendent for
curriculum and instrucu>n in the
Grand Rapids Public Schools sys-
tem and has been recognized for
her individual effort to increase
educational opportunities for both
young people and adults in the state.

Ann Mulder-Edmondson, for edu-
cation and arts. She is dean of aca-
demic services at Grand Rapids
Junior College, JC's first woman
dean, and has been a leader in the
field of women’s programming in
the education field. She also has
beena leader in the arts in the com-
munity, serving in various official
capacities with the local Arts Coun-
cil.

Jennifer Eileen Franklin, for
criminal justice. She has been a
member of the Grand Rapids Police
Department for six years, earning a
position in the law enforcement or-
ganization at a time when women in
general and minority women in par-
ticular were struggling for recogni-
tion of their capabilities. Despite
having been shot twice and critical-
ly injured while trying to talk an
armed man into surrendering, she
has recovered and returned to full
duty.

Wendy Stock-Howie, for business-
/banking. She is vice president and
regional administrator at Union
Bank, a senior officer responsible
for 14 offices, involving 100 em-
ployes and resources totaling
$200,000,000. She also is active with
the Grand Rapids Symphony Soci-
ety and the Arts Council of Greater
Grand Rapids.

Sister Marie Michael Jacobs, for
education and community service.

" Honored for Service

She is principal of St. Andrew’s
School and responsible for the edu-
cational stimulation of students
from all cultures. Her work in edu-
cation has been recognized at the
state and national levels. She also
seeks out other people seeking
ideas and ways of bringingnew life
to the neighborhoods near the
school.

Carol Landheer, for politics and
community service. She was one of
the first women named tothe Kent
County Commission and served
with distiction. She also has served
onthe Board of Healthand the Kent
County Community Mental Health
Board, serving the latter as chair-
man. Recently Gov. William Milli-
ken named her to the Kent County
Board of Social Services.

Zoraida Sanchez, for community
service. She is a native of Puerto
Ricoand is director of Latin Ameri-
canServices forthe Kent Communi-
ty Action Program. She has worked
with senior citizens programs and
was a state delegate to the 1981
White House Conference on Aging.
She uses her skills to help other His-
panics in the community through
working with individuals and spe-
cial groups.

Named to receive the Distin-
guished Life Award are:

Ara Charbonneau Cary, for com-
munity service, for her exceptional-
ly unselfish work in behalf of the
poor, the handicapped, the elderly
and the disturbed. As a professional
social worker and as a volunteer,
she has demonstrated devotion to
herfellow man and the community.
She was a consultant to many agen-
cies and projects in the state and
has been recognized by the Univer-
sity of Michigan for her dedication
to knowledge and service.

Marie Mylan, for human rights,
because of her interest and efforts
in the cause of status of women. She
was a member of the Governor’s
Committee on the Status of Women
andfounder of the Women's Coordi-
nating Committee.

Aggie Kempker, for politics and
community service. The late Aggie
Kempker was one of the first wom-
enelected to the Kent County Com-
mission and was a leader in draw-
ing women into the political life of
the community. She was a strong
feminist and a champion of the un-
derdog.

The program will include musi-
cal performances by the Women's
Day Trio, made up of members of
the Grand Rapids Symphony Or-
chestraand the Eddie Russ Ltd. jazz
ensemble. The works of local wom-
en artists also will be displayed.

Tickets for the ceremony and re-
ception which will follow immedi-
ately are $5.
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Poetess Angelou Communicates Best Through the Verse

By Vanassa Waters

Maya Angelou walked onto the
stage and opened her performance
the best way she knows how — by
communicating through e verses
of black literature.

“She does not know her beauty
She thinks her Wach body has no
glory. If she could dance nahed un-
der paim trees and see her image in
the river, she could see her plory

The poetn, writlen by a black au-
thar of the 19305, described 8 wom-
an — any black woman — who was
unaware of her virtues.

Pride, sell-respect, and overcom-
ing nppression through dignity were
ihe themes the poet chose for her
address Tuesday at the annual

YWCA Salutes Women program at
5t Cecilia’s Music Sociely audito-
rium, Ten women weré honored at
the event.

Perhaps best known for her aute-
biography, “I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings” Angelov wsed poeiry,
steries and music to reach her audi-
ence.

The selections reflected the title
of ane of her books, “And Stll T
Rise."”

The oppressor, she said, first con-
vinces himself and then his allies
that the vietim is sub-human, and
hen commits the worst offense of
all = he convinces the victim of op-
pression that ke 35 without value,

“The initiator can stand away
from the deed and say why don’l

you like yourself more,” she said
Black literature, sald Angelou,
has held black Americans topether
aver the years, “We in (his countrey,
all of s, should not only be prood of
that great literature, bul converse
in it, because It speaks for us 2l
“Until you've sung Steal Away’ or
G0 Down, Moses, Vou're 0ol aware
of the Nierature.
Angelou recalled tnuring with the
musical “Porgy and Bess” in Moroc-
co when the conductor told Rer o
«ing a song even thaugh she was not
prepared. Following the conduc-
1or's suggestion, she sang @ spirieal.
Remembering a song her grand-
MOCNEr SA0E EVEFY Sunday morning
in their southern Baptist church,
Angelow sang the spiritual alone oh

the stage: * T am a poor pilgeim of
sorrow, and 1'mInst in the whole
world all alone, no hope Tor tomars
row 0" Angelou said at the time
she could not uaderstand why the
audience stond and stumped their
feel, but laler realized their reac:
tinn was one of understanding.

She also recited black love poems
o counter what she said was e
ponr portrayal of black love by
some white authors,

“They make us believe that white
peaple make love and black people
Just have sex,” she said.

Her poem about o black house-
hold maid wha constantly laughed,
even in situations where there was
no humor, effeclively relayed her
messige showt blacks she siid must

hide hehind masks e pretend o)
IS FIght In their workd

Her pnem was from e mands
point af view:

“When 1
was fan
15 sueh a ok |
obd wordd, the child
me girt i
when | think of nvself

Angelo tajd udience that i
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strive for it
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someone, and hiave the unm
gall to love spmeane hack, v
do it toe”

Her poem “Phenomenal Woman™
detalled the ralemis and powers
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of Blacks
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The poem answered the question
ol why hlacks eontinue (o survive
dE=pile chstacles

“Lam the lepe wnd the decems of
the stuves, so | rise”




