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. The YWCA Tribute Awards honor women who. are 
among "the best'at what they do, en,:ic/iing our ...
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By Terri Finch Hamilton 
The Grand Rapids Press 

They've all made a difference, but you won't find 
these five women tooting their own horns. 

In fact, they're surprisingly humble, each noting 
that other women equally deserve recognition. 

But this year the YWCA Tribute Award goes to 
them, honoring women's contributions in arts, busi
ness and management, advocacy, professions and 
community service. 

"Our society tends to underestimate what women 
can do, so women themselves often don't feel what 
they do is worthy of attention," said Diane Martin, 
public relations coordinator for the YWCA Sixty-five 
nominations were submitted this year, and nearly a 
third were submitted by men, Martin noted. 

The winners will be honored at a luncheon Thurs
day at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. Here's a look at 
five women who have made a difference: 

Mary Jane Dockeray 
Mary Jane Dockeray was out raking and mulching 

her yard, answering her mobile phone while watch
ing goldfinch dine from her bird feeder. 

"Doing physical labor, I find, oils the gray matter," 
Dockeray said, chuckling her trademark hearty 
chuckle. 

Outdoors, after all, is where Dockeray, should be. 
Winner of the Professions Award, Dockeray, 63, 

joined the staff of the Grand Rapids Public Museum 
in 1949. She designed and planned the Blandford Na
ture Center and was its naturalist-curator from its 
opening in 1968 until she retired last June. 

As a child she collected bugs, flowers and lots of 
rocks. As curator of Blandford, she opened the world 
of nature to thousands of visitors a year. Anyone who 
wanted to know what to do with an abandoned bird 
knew to call Mary Jane Dockeray. They still do. 

Dockeray is heartened by the surge of interest in 
the environment. Her interest dates way back before 
it was trendy to recycle. 

"When I talked about conservation and environ
ment issues back in the '50s, people would say, 'Oh, 
c'mon.' "Dockeray said. "I was considered an alarm
ist. Fortunately, enough people didn't consider me a 
lunatic, a kook." 

Interest in the environment has been "smoldering," 
Dockeray said. 

"People back in the '50s started lighting little fires 
- I like to think I lit one - but there weren't enough 
people to fan the names. But now some of the names 
have caught.'' 

. Dockeray came indoors often enough to serve on a 
variety of boards of directors, including the Michigan
Audubon Society, The Michigan Parks Association,
Indian Trails Camp for Handicapped Children and
the West Michigan Environmental Action Council.

She left the nature center with the satisfaction of 
introducing hundreds of thousands of children to the 
outdoors she loves so much. 

"People today come with very little background 
about nature," Dockeray said. "It used to be moms 
and dads had the background to pass on, but they 
don't anymore. Sometimes even the grandparents 
don't. We're getting farther and farther away from 
the land.'' 

Catherine Comet 
When she traveled to Russia last summer, Cather

ine Comet was told she "has a Russian soul." 
Comet, music director for the Grand Rapids Sym

phony, laughs at the recollection, both pleased and a 
bit befuddled. 

"They say you can't explain it," she said . 
It's no mystery to anyone who knows Comet, win- .. 

· ner of the Arts Award, that she puts her soul - Rus
sian or otherwise - into her work. Fiercely dedicated
to the orchestra, Comet is emphatic that the Tribute
Award goes not just to her, b_ut to the symphony.
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