
2018 
SAAM 
TOOLKIT
APRIL IS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH. JOIN THE YWCA WEST 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN IN BRINGING AWARENESS TO THE PREVALENCE OF 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY, SHOWING SUPPORT FOR 

VICTIMS/SURVIVORS, AND PROMOTING SOCIAL NORMS THAT WILL AID IN 

PREVENTION. 

CONTINUE ->

PHONE 

(616) 459-4681

WEBSITE 

YWCAWCMI.ORG

west central michigan

25 Sheldon Blvd 

Grand Rapids, MI 

49503



YWCA WEST CENTRAL MICHIGAN

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH FAQ'S

What is Sexual Assault Awareness 

Month?

Sexual assault has become a nationwide epidemic, 

affecting 1 in 5 women and 1 in 67 men, yet is very rarely 

acknowledged or discussed. The goal of SAAM is to raise 

public awareness about sexual violence and educate 

communities on how to prevent it. SAAM is a national 

event that occurs every year in April.

Why Should My Business Participate?

Sexual violence is a complex issue that cannot be solved 

by one individual alone. It requires the support of an 

entire community to shift the cultural norms that 

contribute to sexual violence and allow for meaningful 

dialogue that creates change.

When you display posters and use the SAAM coasters, 

you are letting the community know that you support 

survivors and are taking a stand against sexual violence. 

Raising awareness and showing support for the 

movement is the first step toward making change.

How Can My Business 

Participate?

Display the teal "We Support 

Survivors" poster in your 

window or door.

Utilize our limited supply of 

free coasters in your bar, 

restaurant, or coffee shop. 

Contact the YWCA to 

purchase additional coasters!

Hang the series of SAAM 

posters in your bathroom 

stalls, locker rooms, or 

anywhere they are visible.

If you are manager/owner of a 

bar or brewery, attend the 

community stakeholder's 

meeting on April 19. Contact 

pae@ywcawcmi.org for more 

details.

west central michigan

Who is the YWCA West Central Michigan?

The YWCA West Central Michigan is located in the 

Heartside neighborhood on the corner of Weston and 

Division. We provide the community's most 

comprehensive sexual and domestic violence services to 

any individual in need, regardless their gender, age, sexual

orientation, or socioeconomic status. These services 

include, but are not limited to: 24-hour sexual assault 

exams, crisis counseling, long-term counseling, 

emergency shelter, legal advocacy, prevention education, 

and much more.



actual poster size: 8.5'' x 11''

The "We Support Survivors" poster is designed 

to show support for the movement to 

prevent sexual assault. 

Hang "We Support Survivors" in a place visible 

to the community, such as a street-facing 

window or door. 

  

The YWCA West Central Michigan's poster series is designed for downtown bars, 

restaurants, and businesses to show visible support for the movement to end sexual 

violence. The following poster series is available to bars, restaurants, and businesses from 

the YWCA West Central Michigan at no cost. At the end of this toolkit will be a form where 

you can provide details on how many posters desired. Posters can either be dropped off to 

your business or picked up from the YWCA West Central Michigan. 

  

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH 

POSTER SERIES



Poster 1 of the SAAM poster series 
encourages the community to place 

accountability for sexual assault where it 
belongs:  the perpetrator. It is important we 

move past the stigma and shame many 
victims/survivors of assault face when 

coming forward and recognize assault is 
always a decision made by the perpetrator.   

Poster 2 of the SAAM poster series challenges 
the misperception that sexual assault is rooted 
in the uncontrollable desire for sex. In reality, 
an individual’s decision to commit sexual 
assault stems from their sense of entitlement, 
lack of empathy, and harmful social norms.

Poster 3 of the SAAM poster series provides 
individuals who have experienced violence or 
know someone who has with information about 
resources for healing. 

  

The SAAM Poster Series gives 

community members action steps 

to prevent sexual violence. Hang 

these posters on the backs of 

bathroom stalls or other places 

patrons can see them. 



Distributing these coasters at the bar or on tables gives businesses the chance to 

participate in promoting prevention messaging during Sexual Assault Awareness 

Month. The coaster is designed to start a conversation between patrons about how 

individuals can prevent violence in their own lives and give people who have 

experienced violence access to services that assist in healing. 

The YWCA West Central Michigan is able to provide a maximum of 200 coasters to 

interested businesses. If interested in purchasing additional coasters, the YWCA can 

provide the PDFs for self-print. 

Front of Coaster 

Back of Coaster

SAAM 2018 Coaster



LET'S COLLABORATE!

If you are able to participate in this year's Sexual Assault Awareness Month campaign, 

please email Prevention and Empowerment Services at the YWCA West Central 

Michigan at pae@ywcawcmi.org by March 23. Include the following details:

Manager/Owner Name: 

Business/Organization: 

Item:                                                                                                    Quantity: 

"We Support Survivors" poster 

SAAM poster set (3) 

Bar coasters 

Interested in attending community 

stakeholder meeting for bars/breweries                                      Y / N

If you wish to discuss this project over the phone or in person, please call Prevention 

and Empowerment Services at 616 426 3722. 

west central michigan


